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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C.20460 

Honorable W i l l i a m  D. Ruckelshaus 

Adminis t rat o r  

Environmental Pro tec t ion  Agency 

Washington, D. C. 20460 


Dear Pfr  .Ruckelshaus : 

Due t o  t h e  environmental fmplications surroundgng a l t e r n a t i v e s  to 
18 CFR 610 (discharge of o i l  regula t ions) ,  t h e  problem of o i l  pol­
l u t i o n  has been considered i n  d e t a i l  at t h e  qua r t e r ly  n a t i o n a l  
meeting of SCOPE. 

It is apparent t o  us a f t e r  studying and discussing t h i s  matter t h a t  
any attenyt t o  def ine  harmful. q u a n t i t i e s  of o i l  r equ i r e s  a consid­
e r a t i o n  of many complex and i n t e r r e l a t e d  techn5cral and s c i e n t i f i c  
factors. It is a l s o  apparent zha t  the present  knowledge about 
t h e s e  factors and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  is very l i d t e d .  I n  view of 
t h e  many unknowns involved, SCOPE favors a s t r i n g e n t  course of 
a c t i o n  weighted heavi ly  i n  favor of environmenml pro tec t ion .  
Environmental s a f e t y  f a c t o r s  must be designed in to  our laws and 
r egu la t ions  t o  compensate for our imperfect knwledge. 

SCOPE’S viev is  t h a t  t h e  present  regula t ion ,  18 CFR 610, which 
de f ines  a harmful discharge of o i l  i n  terms of a sheen, sludge, 
or emulsion, should not be weakened. Such an amendment might be 
i n t a p r e t e d  as a d i l u t i o n  of t h e  regulatory f w c t i o n s  of EPA. We 
s t rong ly  favor  preserva t ion  of t h e  v i s i b l e  s t a d a r d  e s t ab l i shed  

.,6y t h i s  r egu la t ion  which lends i t s e l f  t o  easy .icdentification of
’	v i o l a t i o n s  by both  the  pub l i c  and governmental agencies. I n  

addi t ion ,  w e  favor working toward a pol icy  p r & i b i t i n g  a l l  d i s ­
charges of o i l  i n t o  t h e  environment, because s a b s t a n t i a l  amounts 
of o i l  can be released without causing a sheen. While w e  recog­
n i z e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  t h e  present r egu la t ion  and 
the intended goal present  to indus t ry ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l  
ingenufty and resourcefulness are s u f f i c i e n t  to overcome these  
problems. 

Hopefully, fu tu re  research w i l l  provide mure aaswers on t h i s  complex 
i s sue .  U n t i l  t h e  knowledge is  more complete, hotzever, we urge EPA 
to support  s t r o n g  measures capable of pro tec t ing  ou r  environment 
The r e s u l t i n g  challenge t o  indus t ry  is  highly p re fe rab le  t o  t h e  
i r r e p a r a b l e ”environmental damage t h a t  could otherwise r e s u l t .  

On behalf of t h e  National SCOPE Council, 

S incere ly  yours 

John T. Shiner Lance M. King
Specia l  Ass is tan ts  * SCOPE 


